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January 2005       PRETORIA ROCKHOUND DIGEST 

 

 
The Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club    Clubhouse: 29, 26

th
 Street 

PO Box 36888, Menlo Park, 0102     Menlo Park, Pretoria.  Tel (012) 460 1494 

Pretoria         EVERY SATURDAY: 10:00 – 17:00  

South Africa       e-mail:  pgmc@fosagams.co.za 

 
Chairman:   Douw Steyn 083 260 7416     Vice-Chairman Dieter Heinichen (012) 991 5839 

  douw@flintsteyns.co.za     Secretary:  Di de Villiers 082 562 8983 

           dide@inmins.co.za 

Treasurer:  Cor Hutten 072 206 4242    Editor:   Esté Steyn 082 821 2018 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

HEADLINES:  May you all have a wonderful 2005! 

OUTING Programme for 2005! 

Database Update! 

 
*** Outing to Balmoral   16 January 
*** MONTHLY MEETING:    31 January 
*** Monthly SWOP, SELL & SOCIAL   5 February 

 
REGULAR MEETINGS: 
Swop, Sell and Social at the Clubhouse - every first Saturday of the month 

Workshop Maintenance Night   - every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

Monthly Mineral meeting    - every third Wednesday of the month 

Silversmithing meeting    - every Thursday from 19:00 – 21:00 

Cabochon class      - every second Saturday of the month  
Monthly meeting     - every last Monday of the month  

 

The Workshop at the Clubhouse is open every Saturday of the month from 10am – 5pm.   
Please NO SMOKING in the Clubhouse! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We wish to welcome the following new members who joined in the last two months: Hristo Mihailov, Willie 

Griffin, Laura Hills, Elaine Coetzee & Michelle Pietersen. 
 

May your association with the Club be enjoyable, long and productive.     

 

Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club 
 

Affiliated to the Federation of Southern African Gem and                   

Mineralogical Societies 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 

January 2005: 

 

Date Event Time Contact detail 
16 Outing to Balmoral for Quartz 10:00 Horst Windisch 012 4607562 

18 Monthly Mineral Meeting at Clubhouse  19:00 Horst Windisch 012 4607562 

25 Committee meeting at Clubhouse 18:30 Clubhouse 

31 Monthly meeting at Clubhouse 19:30 Clubhouse 

* Silversmithing: every Thursday from 19:00 – 21:00.  Starting January 20 19:00 – 21:00 Clubhouse: Lex 0834496812 

 
February 2005: 

 

Date Event Time Contact detail 
4 Helpers’ Function at Clubhouse 18:00 Dieter Heinichen: 082-5752610 

5 SWOP, SELL & SOCIAL at the Clubhouse 14:00 – LATE! Douw Steyn 0832607416 

9 Workshop Maintenance Evening  19:00 Clubhouse: Lex 0834496812 

12 Cabochon class – contact Rex Alp to book your class 11:00 – 14:00 Rex Alp (012) 545 9010 

15 Monthly Mineral Meeting at Clubhouse  19:00 Horst Windisch 012 4607562 

19 Cabochon Competition 14:00 Linda Stone (012) 8031398a/h 

20 Outing to Valtaki for Serpentine 10:00  Horst Windisch 012 4607562 

22 Committee meeting at Clubhouse 18:30 Clubhouse 

28 Monthly meeting at Clubhouse 19:30 Clubhouse 

* Silversmithing: every Thursday from 19:00 – 21:00 19:00 – 21:00 Clubhouse: Lex 0834496812 

 

 

INFO FROM THE COMMITTEE: 

1. Helper’s Function 

 

 

 

 

2. Membership Fees 2005 

Membership fees for 2005 are now due: 
 

Membership Type: 2005 

Town member 
Principle member 
Additional member 
Joining fees 

 
200 
30 
20 

Country member, pensioner, student 
Principle member 
Additional member 
Joining fees 

 
180 
30 
20 

3. Membership Database Update 

As discussed at length over the past few months, we’re 
attending to our Membership database and want to 
make sure that we have each and every member’s 
correct information.  With this Newsletter (posted to 
every Club member*), you will receive a printout of the 
Primary member’s details as per our database at 
present.  Please afford us a few minutes of your time to 
verify the data and post it back to us. 

* Those people that normally receive the Newsletter via email, 
will also receive a hard copy this month, with the database 
verification sheet. 

Cont./… 

INVITATION TO OUR HELPER’S 

FUNCTION 

 

We currently have 13½ teams on our duty roster, 

covering the last 10 months and continuing until 

the end of February2005, but unfortunately only 2 

members on standby services. However to show 

the Club’s appreciation for your important 

contributions in time and effort we cordially invite 

you and your partners to: 

 

A Finger supper  

At 18:00 

On Friday 4 February 2005 

At the Club House 

 

To facilitate catering, please confirm your 

attendance at the latest by 30 January, to either 

Linda (after hours tel.: 012-803-1398) or Dieter 

(tel.: 082-5752610 or e-mail: 

dhein@absamail.co.za). 

 

Hope to hear from you! 
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We also appeal to every member that has an email 
address, to consider receiving your Newsletter via email.  
Not only will you receive it a few days earlier than those 
posted, but we also save on postage.  Further, we would 
like to have as many email addresses as possible, 
available, should we need to convey an urgent message 
or reminder to our members.  So, even if you do not wish 
to receive your Newsletter via email, but have an email 
address – please let us have it on record.  If you did not 
specify that you prefer email as method of receiving your 
Newsletter, your email will not be used for that purpose. 

Our members can rest assured that we will never abuse 
email addresses or use it for anything other than Club 
communication.  We also have a policy to never give our 
address list (or email list) to any outside party (even for 
hobby-related matters). 

Membership Identification at the Clubhouse, via  
Membership ID cards is also receiving our attention as 
promised after the AGM.  Implementation will follow the 
data up-date. 

4. Personals  

4.1 Wedding Bells!!! 

Our honorary member Rob Smith got married January 7 
on the East Rand. We wish Debbie and Rob everything 
of the best in the coming years and look forward to 
cementing PGMC's good relations with you both in the 
future. 

 

4.2 Armed robbery at the home of PGMC’s 
Chairman and Newsletter Editor 

On Wednesday evening, 22  December 2004, four 
armed robbers invaded their home and held them 
hostage at gunpoint for three hours. Thankfully, they 
were not assaulted, but Este's car, all computers, cell 
phones,  jewellery and whatever they could pack in the 
car, were taken. Fortunately the Pajero station waggon 
was not removed as the starter motor was not 
functioning (Whoopi!!!). Este's car was found a few days 
later, but is still in "police custody".  

A message from Douw, Esté & Marnina:  “We want to 
thank all our friends that visited, phoned and supported 
us after this incident.  We were touched and can truely 
say that this is not a Club, but a family!” 

4.3 Burglary 

Early in the New Year burglars struck again at our Club 
House. This time they escaped detection by the security 
system by cutting through the steel roof. We are now 
sans TV, radio and hi-fi. If you should have potential 
replacements we would appreciate hearing from you. 
Maybe a donation for purchasing equipment could also 
be considered. 

 

 

4.4 In our thoughts 

Quite a few of our members did some hospital time 
during the end of 2004 and we want to let the following 
people know that we’re thinking of them:  Tobias Beyers 
went in for a small procedure, Johan van Niekerk spent 
6 weeks in One Military Hospital after a hip operation, 
Eileen Bruigom also has gone through some very 
difficult times with her health and we constantly think of 
her and her husband, John. 

 

 
 

CLUB ACTIVITIES & Other: 

1. Monthly Outing to Balmoral, January 16 

This outing will take place to Balmoral for quartz crystals. These 
crystals can be dug out of the embankment of a large pool of 
water. Meet at the northern side of the Balmoral turn-off on the 
N4 to Witbank.. (This turn-off is about halfway between 
Bronkhorstspruit and Witbank). 

Please give the outing leader, Horst Windisch, a call on 012-
4607562 if you intend attending. This outing is always a good 

“pipe-opener” for the year, especially for our new members. 

 

2. Workshop & Machinery, February 9 

Please remember our Workshop maintenance evening on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  The first one for this 
year will be on February 9.  All the “handy men” please 

come and pool your expertise & resources and “fix” and 
“build” that which needs attention in the Clubhouse & 

Workshop.  We start at 19:00 and anyone interested must 
please contact John Bruigom on 083 675 3605 or Lex 

Krabbendam on 083 449 6812. 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE! This is an urgent appeal 
for cleaning rags to be used in the Workshop.  
Anything you have lying around the house that can 
suck up oil – please make a donation to the Club. 

3. SWOP, SELL & SOCIAL, February 5 
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To kick off the year, we plan to have a R5 sale to redistribute 
some minerals and lapidary rough donated to PGMC over the 
past year.  Quite a few donations to PGMC, together with some 
stuff left behind in the Mineral Showcase and 2 old collections will 
be sold for R5 (max R10) a specimen. 

There will also be a silent auction at 4pm with lots of lapidary 
material and anything left over from the Swop & Sell.  We appeal 
to all the dealers to donate something towards the silent auction 

- profits will go towards the building fund. 

This is a BARGAIN OCCASION not to be missed. 

To our newer members – if you’ve never attended a Silent 
Auction – this is some serious fun 

There will be the usual opportunity to buy/swop some specimens 
to enhance your collections or just come and have a social with 

us – bring your meat and drinks and join the guys around the 
braai fires. 

4. Mineral Section news – Horst Windisch 

Please TAKE NOTE that the Mineral Section evening MOVED from 
the 1st Tuesday of the month to the 3rd Wednesday of month!! 

At the next Mineral Section meeting on January 19, the subject 
under discussion will be “Musina (Messina) and its minerals”.  

Bring as many of these minerals along as you wish. 

To plan ahead, here’s the programme for the next few months:   
19

th
 January    - Messina and its minerals 

16
th

 February  - Blue Minerals 

16
th

 March      - Volcanoes by Graham Reeks 

18
th

 May         - Quartz 

5. Monthly meeting, January 31 

The main programme for our January meeting, will be a 
discussion of the OUTINGS for 2005!  

Members can bring along their special specimens collected during 
the previous year (at the sites we’re re-visiting) and present 

lapidary- or silversmithing work done with these materials.  Let’s 
show the newer members what we’ve found and what can be 
done!! 

6. Lapidary News – Linda Stone 

A file has been compiled and is available for perusal in the Workshop.  
The following is in the file: 
1. FOSAGAMS:  National Show Rules 
2. Safety measures 
3. Abrasive agents and buffs 
4. Polishing a cabochon 
5. The polishing of a fat surface (without machinery) 
6. The making of a Tiffany Lamp 
7. Making opal cabochons (without machinery) 
8. The artificial colouring of agates 
9. The making of an egg 
10. Carving 
11. Tumbling 
12. The making of a table-top 
13. Knifemaking 

All the above articles (except the National Show Rules) were taken from 
magazines in the library.  I hope this will encourage you to read these 
magazines and be more productive than ever! 

7. Cabochon news – Linda Stone 

The next competition is on February 19, 2005.  
Requirements for this competition are to cut any Quartz 
into a standard form.  Three stones (3) are to be entered.  
Examples of such Quartz stones are Rose, Amethyst, 
Rutilated, Smokey, Aventurine, Citrine, Ametrine. 

Stones need to be entered by 14:00 to be judged at 
15:00.   

The standard form will be judged as prescribed by the 

FOSAGAMS National rules: 
 

  

Rule C-6  Standard cabochon:  A standard cabochon 
is a hand-cut and hand-polished stone of circular, 
oval, square or rectangular outline shape (when 
viewed from the top), with a flat or partial flat back, 
shaped as such as to lend itself to jewellery bezel 
mounting.  It should have a symmetrically curved 
dome top and must have a chamfer angle 
(sometimes referred to as a back bevel), as well as a 
girdle. 

DEFINITIONS OF CABOCHON COMPONENTS: 

(1) TOP: The domed polished portion of a standard and 
free-form cabochon immediately above the 
girdle. 

(2) BACK: The flat or partial flat underside of the 
standard and free-form cabochons.  It is not 
mandatory to be polished.  For translucent 
and transparent materials it is however 
desirable to polish the back. 

 Note:  By interpretation, Rules C-6 and C-7 do 
not exclude a concave back.  In order 
to allow a bezel mounting of each 
stone, a sufficiently robust ridge, 
instead of a full flat back will be 
required concentric with the chamfer 
angle. 

(3) CHAMFER ANGLE: 

 The chamfer angle (back bevel) is that portion 
of a standard or free-form cabochon adjacent 
to and immediately below the girdle, cut to an 
even and flat surface at an angle of 
approximately 45 degrees to the horizontal.  
The width to be between 0,5 and 1mm 
depending on the size of the stone.  The 
chamfer angle need not be polished and 
separates the back from the top of a 
cabochon. 

(4) GIRDLE: This is the largest outline shape of a 
cabochon when viewed from above.  It 
circumscribes the stone and is identifiable as 
the division between the top and the chamfer 
angle of standard and free-form cabochons.  



 

Page 5 of 8 

 
 

CLUB REPORTS: 

1. NOVEMBER MINERAL MEETING - Horst 

Windisch 

There was not a large turnout at this meeting, but those that 
attended were treated to some “non-Tsumeb” Namibian 
minerals, which proved to be quite interesting. The “prize” for 
the best specimen (by popular vote) was the smithsonite 
from Abenab brought along by Cor Hutten 

2. Swop, Sell & Social - End of the Year Braai, 

December 4 

The last S&S of the year was a huge success.  Thanks to 
everyone who makes the effort to support these events.  
Almost a 100 people visited during the day and sad to say, 
only about 40 stayed for the Year End Braai at 5pm.  
Nevertheless – it was a great day and a high-note ending for 

PGMC’s 2004 calendar!  Let's follow suit for the first S&S 
for 2005 (Feb. 5) 

3. Outing to Mineral Gallery –   

November 14 

Gerdus Brönn of Mineral Gallery held a R1/R2/R5 sale to 
dispose of his superfluous material (gemstone rough and 
minerals) on Sunday, 14th November 2004 at his shop at the 
Hartebeespoort Dam.  This was TRULY a BARGAIN 
OCCASION as were advertised.  People gathered at his 
shop from 09:00 and the excitement in the air was tangible 

as the time moved slowly to 10:00, when his staff opened 
the gate to the area where the specimens were 
displayed.  Like a real “gold rush” people ran from table to 
table, packing specimens into hundred of trays and kept the 
momentum for hours!!  

Not a single person left without at least a boot full of beer 
flats and it was a most enjoyable runaround!  According to 
Gerdus also worth his while and sure to be repeated in 2005.  
Thank you, Mineral Gallery! 

4. Workshop & Machinery Maintenance Night 

We held our second evening in November and yet another 
bunch of long outstanding problems were rectified.  Thank 
you to John, Lex, Erich, Nick & Douw for being at the 
November maintenance evening. 

 

 

5. Monthly meeting held on November 29 - 
YEAR END COMPETITION  

25 people attended this meeting – the main 
programme for the evening was our YEAR END 
COMPETITION.  14 Entries were on display to be 
judged by popular vote, in the following categories: 

(1) Jewellery: 
 1

st
 – Rex Alp 

 2
nd

 – Lex Krabbendam 
 3

rd
 – Natalie Callaghan 

 4
th
 – Johan Lubbe 

(2) Facetting (synthetic),  
 1st – Rex Alp 

Facetting (natural), 
 1

st
 – Helmut Schönberger 

 2
nd

 – Phillip Alp 

 (3) Minerals: 
 1st – Dave & Di de Villiers 

 (4) Cabochons: 
 1

st
 – Helmut Schönberger 

 2
nd

 – Natalie Callaghan 
 3

rd
 – Phillip Alp 

 4
th 

– Helmut Schönberger 
 5

th
 – Johan Lubbe  

(5) Objet d’Art (Carvings, Gemtrees, etc.) 
 1

st
 – Klaus Binding 

 2
nd

 – Johan Lubbe 
 3

rd
 – Daphne Alp 

Certificates are awarded and will be handed to the 
participants at the next meeting: 

 (Note:  All winners, please verify the spelling of your 
names, for the certificates – a quick call (if incorrect) to Esté 
on 082 821 2018 will be much appreciated!) 

Bernard Strydom was also awarded (in absentia) a 
beautiful “Silversmith of the Year” plague and floating 
trophy. 

Thank you and congratulations to all who entered. 

  

FOSAGAMS NEWS: 

1. Namibia 2005 Tour –   
28 August – 16 September 2005. 

Thank you, to all the Namibia Tour Enthusiasts that have been working with 
us with such eagerness to register for this Tour.  Altogether 38 people have 
registered (we’ve upped the 30MAX figure a bit, as it was too difficult to say 
no to so many Rockhounds that so wholeheartedly wanted to join). 

2. Lapidary Magazine, Vol. 36 No. 3, January 2005 

Vol. 36 No. 3 of this annual magazine is being sent out to all primary Club 
members with this issue of the Newsletter. The feature article in this issue 
was written by Hugh Heron, entitled “Barite Occurrences at Clairwood 
Quarries in Durban, Natal, South Africa.” 

 

3. REPORT ON MINI-SYMPOSIUM ORGANISED BY 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN MICROMOUNT SOCIETY 

Some 46 persons attended this one-day Symposium at the Transvaal 
Museum on Saturday, 20th November 2004. The occasion was the 30th 
anniversary of the South African Micromount Society (to which a few 
members of PGMC belong), but was open to ANY serious mineral 
collector. The attendees were treated to five outstanding lectures/talks 
delivered by prominent South African mineral collectors/geologists. Ludi 
von Bezing (“Collecting Micro Minerals in Namibia”),Prof. Bruce 
Cairncross (“Messina and its Minerals”), Prof. Morris Viljoen (“South 
African Mineral Resources and Mining Possibilities”), Roger Dixon 
(“Pegmatite Minerals from South Africa”) and Graham Reeks (“The 
Kruisrivier Cobalt Mine”). A splendid buffet lunch was sponsored by 
Kumba Resources. 
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Outing programme for 2005 

Below you will find a short outline of the major outings planned for 
this year.  A more comprehensive programme, including outing 
leader information & “what to find” plus educational and social 
outings will be published in the next Newsletter.  A full version of 
the Year’s programme (including Club events, meetings, Swop & 
Sell dates, etc. will also be placed on our website - 
http://www.fosagams.co.za/pgmc/main.htm and on the Notice 

board at the Clubhouse. 

 

JANUARY 16 BALMORAL

FEBRUARY 20 VALTAKI

MARCH 6 ROB SMITH 

25 - 28 GEMBOREE – 

PORTSHEPSTONE 

APRIL 16-17 BLOEMHOF

APRIL/MAY 30-2 HOBHOUSE

MAY 22 To Be Confirmed

JUNE 19 TSWANING CRATER

JULY 17 TOUR OF THE BASEMENTS

AUGUST 6 – 9 JOZINI

21 PILANSBERG

AUG-SEPT 27 - 18 FOSAGAMS NAMIBIA TRIP

SEPT 17 - 18 LYDENBURG

17 - 25 WORLD GOLD PANNING 

CHAMP-IONSHIPS – 

PILGRIMS REST

OCTOBER 15-16 GROOT MARICO  

NOVEMBER 19 - 20 NELSPRUIT

 

A reminder – these outings will all be discussed and displayed at 
the monthly meeting – January 31 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

From the Press – Dieter Heinichen 
 
Recently I came across three descriptions of the current pros and 
cons of the rare gemstone, tanzanite, two in the December 2004 
issue of sawubona, the in flight magazine of South African 
Airways and the other in Business Report of 2 December 2004. 
In the latter under the heading “Tanzania’s Masai trade in 
nomadic life for allure of gems”, Helen Nyambura reports from 
Mererani in Tanzania that while “Africans from other tribes scrape 
a living deep in the mines” in a harsh environment, the Masai 
have become the link between the miners and the exporters. Due 
to the comparative wealth of the Masai (in goats and cattle) they 
are in a position to raise substantial sums of money to purchase 
the raw tanzanite from the miners. 
  
 “Mine owners have been known to fly groups of friends to the 
commercial capital, Dar esSalam, for beauty pageants, or invite 
renowned Tanzanian musicians to play in the town’s bars. Many 
miners slash out on second-hand motorbikes to commute to the 
mines, and to escape the overloaded pick-up trucks. Some bigger 
players invest in more flashy toys. Some of the larger houses in 
town have Mercedes convertibles with leather interiors parked 
behind remote-controlled security gates. But the change in 
lifestyle is taking its toll on the Masai. Mererani’s graveyards are 
expanding because of deaths from Aids. The Masai have not 
been spared the deadly pandemic.  ‘HIV will finish the Masai’ 
says Mark Saul, a gem trader in a neighbouring town in the 
Arusha region. ‘Too much money too fast’ he adds. – Reuters.  
That’s rather a sad story! 
  
The other tanzanite item is a one-page advertisement by the 
Tanzanite Foundation, The Authority, with the heading “Finally, 
love comes with a guarantee”. The advert refers to the 
Tanzanite Foundation’s microscopic “Mark of Rarity” inscribed on 
the gem and only visible with the Foundation’s special viewing 
device. The stones graded by the Foundation are also issued with 
a certificate which guarantees quality and that the stone came to 
the market via an ethical route. In addition to the advert there was 
a bookmark by the Tanzanite Foundation in this issue of 
sawubona titled “The definite Tanzanite Buyer’s Guide” with 
the following sub-headings: 

Tanzanite quality scale 
Buying tanzanite: The 5 C’s (colour, clarity, cut, carat, 
confidence) and 
Buying tanzanite (purchasing procedure). 

It also states that “a portion of the proceeds of all tanzanite 
certified by the Foundation is used to uplift the community at 
tanzanite’s source.” More information is available from the web 
site www.tanzanitefoundation.com. 
  
Interestingly there was another one-page advert with three 
mounted lovely blue gems in sawubona by Tanzanite 
International, at the V&A Waterfront in Cape Town that claims to 

be “the only Tanzanite dedicated shop in the world”. 
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Should you wish to contribute, contact: The Editor: 

Rockhound Digest, PO Box 36888, Menlo Park, 0102 or 

e-mail: pgmc@fosagams.co.za 

A new book by Prof. Bruce Cairncross … 
 
The latest publication by Bruce Cairncross is a book entitled "Field Guide to ROCKS & MINERALS of Southern 
Africa."  This is the first definitive field guide to document the common, rare and unusual rocks and minerals of 
South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Swaziland and southern Mozambique. The format will be 
210 x 148 mm, 288 pages with more than 500 colour photographs.  Publication date will be November 2004 for 
the Standard edition (R179,95).  A special edition (with the recipient's name hand-lettered on a special page, cost 
R495,00) and a Collector's edtion (limited to 26 copies, fully bound in the finest goatskin, cost R1 750,00) should 
be ready in January 2005. 
Orders can be placed with Lucille Bester, Struik Publishing, P.O. Box 1144, Cape Town, 8000.(Tel 021-462 4360, 
fax 021 462 4379 or e-mail lucilleb@struik.co.za 
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In your hard copy Newsletter, this page will be the personalized “Database confirmation” page … eg 

 

You are welcome of you want to fax it back to 0866774001 or respond per email (even though hardcopy didn’t mention). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please verify your data as per our records and modify where necessary and let us please have this with your next visit to the club or by 

post at 

 

 Pretoria Gem & Mineral Club 

 PO Box 36888 

   Menlopark 

   0102 

 

If no correspondence is received we will accept the data as correct. 

 

 

Name and surname:    
 

Address:    
 

   

 

 

Postal Code:    
 

 

E-mail:    
 

Telephone W:    

 

Telephone H:    

 

Telephone C:    

 

 

 

 

 


